
BAY TOWNSHIP PLANNING COMMISSION 
Regular Meeting Minutes  

March 5, 2024 
Bay Township Hall 

 

 

CALL TO ORDER 
Dave Skornia (Chair) called the meeting to order at 7:00 PM and led with the Pledge of 
Allegiance. Also, in attendance were: Daniel Lisonbee, Steve Van Dam (Board of Trustees 
Rep) Joe Jones (Secretary), Barb Mathes-Alguire (PC Vice-Chair and Parks and Rec Rep), 
Nancy Blandford (ZBA Rep) and Ralph Goodrich.  Also present: Kristin Baranski 
(Recording Secretary) Excused:  Ron Van Zee (Zoning Administrator) 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

AGENDA AND 
PRIOR MEETING MINUTES  

MOTION BY Mathes-Alguire, seconded by Lisbon to approve the February 6, 2024 
regular Planning Commission meeting minutes as presented, and the March 5, 2024 
agenda as presented passed upon unanimous affirmation vote of the Board Members.  

Yeas:  Skornia, Lisonbee, Van Dam, Goodrich, Mathes-Alguire, Jones, Blandford 

Nays: None 

PUBLIC COMMENTS   

Public comments opened and closed at 7:04. 

REVIEW OF ARTICLE VI DRAFT EDITS 

• Anna Glashan (Tip of the Mitt) presented edited draft of Article VI.  
•  Language from Section 6 (triggering actions) has been moved to beginning of 

Article 
• Some triggering actions may not negatively impact water quality; activity that 

has a negative impact on water MAY require a Site Plan Review 
• Intent is clear but perhaps parameters need to be clearer or more definitive 
• Construction of new, or reconstructive/alteration of existing shoreline protection 

structure infrastructure (avoid confusion with structure) 
• Planning Commission members discussed if the Zoning Administrator or the 

Planning Commission decides what permits require a Site Plan Review 
 Cases (construction ¼ mile away from shoreline)  
 Zoning Administrator could ‘pitch’ application to PC 
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 PC only meets once a month 
 Advisory body could make recommendation 
 Responsibility lies with the governing body  
 ‘If within 100 feet- Site Plan Review Required; If 101 feet and 

beyond ZA decides based upon criteria; ZA may be placed in a bad 
situation’- Faster answer  

 PC Site Plan Review would delay all applicants and be too 
administrative labor intensive 

• Planning Commission supports the Zoning Administrator using expertise 
to decide each project based upon criteria as well as Advisory Bodies 

• Property Owner required to prove that water quality is not being 
negatively impacted 

• Planning Commission needs to look at the big picture and keep the intent 
in the forefront 

• Earth Change (Landscaping/tree removal/etc) within the 100 foot strip- 
can’t control everything; property owner planting a simple bush 

• Waterfront Overlay District Site Plan Review (Shoreland Protection 
ADVISORS) 

• Incorporate Exterior Lighting Language from current Ordinance into 
Waterfront Accessory Structure section 

• After a healthy discussion, the PC came to a consensus to keep “Up to 
three motor-powered watercrafts shall be allowed to be docked at any 
single dock at any time.” 

• Add Charlevoix County Stormwater Ordinance to the permit application 
NOT the Ordinance itself 

• Include the requirement of photographs with the inventory list of existing 
Shoreland Protection Strip area 

• Advisors could REQUEST applicant provide specific types of native and 
non-native plants 

• Consensus to add Applicants directed to reach out to Local resources 
(Tip of the Mitt/Lake Charlevoix Association/Etc) for education on 
native plantings 

• Correct perpendicular to HORIZONTAL (Illustration for clarification) 
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• Page 6 Section 9.2 expand to include ‘may negatively impact public 
health’ or ‘human and pet health’ wording to make an impact on people 
to encourage better practices 
 

PERMIT APPLICATION DRAFT 
Planning Commission will work on permit application draft next month specially to 
correlate with Article 6 

ZONING ADMINISTRATOR REPORT 
N/A 

 
ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS REPORT  

Blandford presented an oral report. 
 
BOARD OF TRUSTEES REPORT 
 Van Dam presented an oral report. 
 
OTHER CORRESPONDANCES/PC COMMENT 
  

PUBLIC COMMENTS Public comments opened at 9:05 pm comments included appreciation for 
work on protecting water quality.   

ADJOURNMENT 

MOTION by Van Dam seconded by Lisonbee to adjourn at  9:09 pm, passed upon 
unanimous affirmative vote of the Board Members. 

Yeas:  Skornia, Lisonbee, Goodrich, Van Dam, Mathes-Alguire, Jones, Blandford 

Nays: None 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 
 
    
Kristin Baranski 
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