
BAY TOWNSHIP PLANNING COMMISSION
Regular Meeting Minutes 

Public Meeting
December 10, 2024
Bay Township Hall

CALL TO ORDER
Dave Skornia (Chair) called the meeting to order at 7:00 PM and led with the Pledge of 
Allegiance. Also, in attendance were: Daniel Lisonbee, Steve Van Dam (Board of Trustees
Rep) Joe Jones (Secretary), Barb Mathes-Alguire (PC Vice-Chair and Parks and Rec Rep), 
Nancy Blandford (ZBA Rep), Ralph Goodrich and Kristin Baranski (Recording Secretary) 
Also in Attendance:  Zack Sompels (Zoning Administrator).  

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

AGENDA AND
PRIOR MEETING MINUTES

MOTION BY Blandford, seconded by Jones to approve the October 29, 2024 regular 
Planning Commission meeting minutes as amended, and the December 10, 2024 
agenda as presented passed upon unanimous affirmation vote of the Board Members. 

Yeas:  Skornia, Lisonbee, Van Dam,  Mathes-Alguire, Blandford, Jones, Goodrich

Nays: None

PUBLIC COMMENTS 

Public comments opened at 7:06 pm.   Public comment included: 

John Rohe introduced himself and expressed interest in becoming a Planning 
Commission Member.  John currently sits on the Zoning Board of Appeals.  He was 
forthcoming that he does leave town 3-4 times a year and would miss the meeting every
three months.

The Board came to a consensus that if necessary the Commission as a whole would be 
ok with rescheduling meetings as needed to the second Tuesday of each month.

Jack Nestell introduced himself and also expressed interest in becoming a Planning 
Commission Member.  Jack was raised in the area and has returned.  Jack is looking to 
do his support to support his community.
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2025 GOAL PREP

ZA Somples will work on a list, as well all Planning Commission Members, to work on a 
list of goals for the Planning Commission including but not limited to any new laws.

2025 MEETING DATES

MOTION by Mathes-Alguire seconded by Goodrich to approved the presented 2025 
Meeting Dates upon approval of the Board of Trustees, passed upon unanimous 
affirmative vote of the Board Members.

Yeas:  Skornia, Lisonbee, Van Dam, Mathes-Alguire, Jones, Blandford, Goodrich

Nays: None

ARTICLE 6 
Zoning Administrator Zack Somples presented an updated Article 6.  Discussion 
included:

 6.1 Purpose
◦ pretty straightforward (include names of streams and creeks and omit channels)

 6.2 Waterfront Areas Regulated
◦ add (OHWM) after initial use
◦ delete A verbiage
◦ Area to be regulated is composed of the area to the water’s edge

 6.3 Development Standards
◦ a.1 calculation is based upon research with other Zoning Administrators, planners and review of

local Ordinances; PC supports an even 35 feet for streams/creeks; (percentage of area needs to
be a vegetative strip (TBD))

◦ a.2 change two adjacent developed lots on either sidetrack
◦ strike a.3 and a.4
◦ Building Height:  All principal buildings and accessory buildings shall, as far as practicable, be

designed so as not to obstruct existing scenic viewsheds.Single-family dwellings within the
waterfront overlay district shall be limited to 30 feet in height. Accessory buildings shall not
exceed 24 feet in height. (a.3)

◦ 6.3.c.1 change to EGLE
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◦ 6.c.3 eliminate boar ramp and separate pump house; strike first sentence regarding  lighting on
docks

◦ strike verbiage and reference the drawing depicting requirements (Zack will work to make more
clear)

◦ page 3- strike current Impervious Surface Chart- Zack suggests that he requires
designers/applicants to answer this exact chart and it helpful; thought is that the strip is already
taking care of run-off; review April 2024 draft to determine a better way to word Section f.
STORMWATER

◦ 6.3.g move 4 into dimensional standards; 6.3.g Each seasonal dock is allowed 3 motor-powered
watercraft

◦ 6.4 move to organize better and combine into dimensional- Zack will research and rewrite;
perhaps include in PUD section

◦ 6.5 Natural Vegetative Strip/Shoreland Protection Strip- add verbiage from April rewrite to
express the importance and a drawing to reflect clearly for applicants

◦ .6.5.b combine with 6.5.c and include the silt fence info in dimensional chart- further discussion
resulted in an individual letter to reinforce the importance and requirement

◦ 6.5.d combine with 6.3 and use language from April 2024 draft

◦ 6.5.e limit to ‘view’

◦ 6.5.f changed to 6 feet

◦ 6.5.g include language from 3.0.3 EGLE

◦ 6.5.h discussion about necessity; PC decided to striker

◦ 6.5.i add Tip of the Mitt representative

◦ 6.5.j insert appendix B

◦ 6.5.l.2 replace should not be used with prohibited

◦ 6.5.l.3 replace should not with prohibited

ZONING ADMINISTRATOR REPORT
Sompels presented an oral report.

ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS REPORT
Blandford presented an oral report.  

BOARD OF TRUSTEES REPORT
Van Dam presented an oral report.
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OTHER CORRESPONDENCES/PC COMMENT

PUBLIC COMMENTS Public comments opened and closed at 9:19 pm 

ADJOURNMENT

MOTION by Van Dam seconded by Blandfordto adjourn at 9:19 pm, passed upon 
unanimous affirmative vote of the Board Members.

Yeas:  Skornia, Lisonbee, Van Dam, Mathes-Alguire, Jones, Blandford, Goodrich

Nays: None

Respectfully Submitted,

Kristin Baranski
Recording Secretary
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