
BAY TOWNSHIP PLANNING COMMISSION
Regular Meeting Minutes 

Public Meeting
February 11, 2025
Bay Township Hall

CALL TO ORDER
Dave Skornia (Chair) called the meeting to order at 7:00 PM and led with the Pledge of 
Allegiance. Also, in attendance were:  Steve Van Dam (Board of Trustees Rep),  Jack Nestell,
Ralph Goodrich and Barb Mathes-Alguire (PC Vice-Chair and Parks and Rec Rep) and John 
Rohe (ZBA Rep).  Kristin Baranski (Recording Secretary).  Joe Jones (Secretary) excused 
absent.  Also in Attendance:  Zack Sompels (Zoning Administrator).  

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

AGENDA AND
PRIOR MEETING MINUTES

MOTION BY Mathes-Alguire, seconded by Goodrich to approve the January 7, 2025 
minutes as amended and the February 10, 2025 agenda as amended passed upon 
unanimous affirmation vote of the Board Members. 

Yeas:  Skornia, Van Dam, Nestell, Goodrich, Rohe

Nays: None

PUBLIC COMMENTS 

Public comments opened and closed at 7:03 pm with no comment.

NEW MEMBER INTRODUCTION
New members will welcomed to the Planning Commission

APPOINTMENT OF ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS REPRESENTATIVE

MOTION BY Skornia, seconded by Van Dam to appoint John Rohe as the Planning 
Commission Representative to the Bay Township Zoning Board of Appeals,  passed upon 
unanimous affirmation vote of the Board Members. 

Yeas:  Skornia,  Van Dam,  Nestell, Goodrich, Mathes-Alguire

Nays: None

Abstain: John Rohe
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 APPOINTMENT OF PARKS AND REC REPRESENTATIVE

MOTION BY Skornia, seconded by Van Dam to appoint Jack Nestell as the Planning 
Commission Bay Township Parks and Rec Committee passed upon unanimous affirmation 
vote of the Board Members. 

Yeas:  Skornia, Van Dam, Rohe, Goodrich, Mathes-Alguire

Nays: None

Abstain: Nestell

2025 PLANNING COMMISSION GOALS

 Finish Article 6
 Keep and eye on Short Term Rentals
 Solar Ordinance Research
 Master Plan Annual Review (Add Housing and any other State requirements)
 Review language limitations regarding front yard storage
 Update Table 5.4 (Districts/setbacks/etc)- TOP GOAL
 Revise permit prior to online version; both versions should go live at same time

ARTICLE 6 UPDATE
 6.5.i.2 Can it be termed illegal although it is hard to enforce/punish?  A great way to

educate residents/land owners would be in the Township newsletter
 6.4.b Possibly too open to interpretation (lighting)
  6.4.a watercourse vs stream
 Can Township regulate docks, etc?
   Review the term ‘grandfathered’
 6.4.c delete sealed and replace with impervious
 6.4.e.3 Sompels will research
 PC Members will continue to work on edits.  New members brought a new set of 

eyes to the draft and provided good input and thoughts
 Members can reach out to Zack with comments and/or edits

ZONING ADMINISTRATOR REPORT
Sompels presented an oral report.
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ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS REPORT
Rohe presented an oral report.  

BOARD OF TRUSTEES REPORT
Van Dam presented an oral report.

MOTION by Mathes-Alguire seconded by Van Dam to amend meeting schedule to change
the March Regular meeting from March 11, 2025 to March 4, 2025 at 7:00 pm to allow 
for full attendance of members, passed upon unanimous affirmative vote of the Board 
Members.

Yeas:  Skornia, Van Dam, Rohe, Mathes-Alguire, Goodrich, Nestell

Nays: None

OTHER CORRESPONDENCES/PC COMMENT

PUBLIC COMMENTS Public comments opened and closed at 9:24 pm 

ADJOURNMENT

MOTION by Van Dam seconded by Goodrich to adjourn at 9:24 pm, passed upon 
unanimous affirmative vote of the Board Members.

Yeas:  Skornia, Van Dam, Rohe, Mathes-Alguire, Goodrich, Nestell

Nays: None

Respectfully Submitted,

Kristin Baranski
Recording Secretary
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