
BAY TOWNSHIP PLANNING COMMISSION
Regular Meeting Minutes 

Public Meeting
March 4, 2025

Bay Township Hall

CALL TO ORDER
Dave Skornia (Chair) called the meeting to order at 7:00 PM and led with the Pledge of 
Allegiance. Also, in attendance were:  Steve Van Dam (Board of Trustees Rep), Joe Jones, 
Ralph Goodrich and Barb Mathes-Alguire (PC Vice-Chair and Parks and Rec Rep) and John 
Rohe (ZBA Rep).  Kristin Baranski (Recording Secretary).  Jack Nestell excused absent.  Also 
in Attendance:  Zack Sompels (Zoning Administrator).  

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

AGENDA AND
PRIOR MEETING MINUTES

MOTION BY Mathes-Alguire, seconded by Rohe to approve the February 11, 2025 minutes
as amended and the March 4, 2025 agenda  passed upon unanimous affirmation vote of 
the Board Members. 

Yeas:  Skornia, Van Dam, Jones, Goodrich, Rohe, Mathes-Alguire

Nays: None

PUBLIC COMMENTS 

Public comments opened  at 7:03 pm.  

ARTICLE 4.33 line 5 LANGUAGE MODIFICATION

PC Members reviewed and discussed approved minutes from March 2019 as well as 
September 6, 2016. 

4.33    Special Events and Activities

This subsection is established to provide for special events and activities of a commercial nature or ‘for 
profit’ as a special use in the Agricultural Zoning District as a means to promote agricultural tourism and 
other activities that feature the rural character and agricultural environment of the area, while 
protecting and limiting the impact of such activities on the surrounding area. This subsection identifies 
information that must be provided for the approval of special events and activities in addition to 
information required for special land use approval. 

a. Typical special events and activities include, but are not limited to, weddings, nonprofit benefits, wine
and catered food events, seasonal natural events, vineyard harvest festivals, receptions, parties, picnics,
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barn dances, educational conferences, and agricultural research. These activities may be permitted 
provided:

1. The appropriateness of proposed special events and activities for the size of the intended parcel shall 
be determined at the discretion of the Planning Commission based on information provided by the 
applicant according to Section 4.33.a.6 and the standards set forth in this ordinance.

2. Parking areas shall be off-road, forty (40) feet from all lot lines, and appropriately screened from 
neighboring property.

3. The operator shall provide a written statement from the Health Department indicating the maximum 
number of persons who can be accommodated with existing toilet facilities, and additional portable 
toilets shall be provided for any guests exceeding the aforementioned number. The location(s) of any 
required portable toilets shall be shown on the site plan.

4. Hours of operation shall be confined between the hours of 10:00 a.m. and 11:00 p.m, unless 
otherwise authorized by the Planning Commission.

 5. Any music or entertainment provided for the activity must be for background purposes and not a 
featured item of the activity. not exceed 75 dB (decibel levels) at property line.  Sound amplifiers are 
permitted as determined in site plan review.

SET PUBLIC HEARING (LAVENDER HILL FARM)

Bill Mansfield (Lavender Hill) was in attendance.   

 Previous approvals 
 Decibel levels (concerts/music)  Mansfield will ‘test’ decibel levels from barn to 

property line/road frontage
 Mansfield provided background on liquor licenses that Lavender Hill currently 

operates under since 2018.  Current licenses provides for Lavender Hill to sell liquor 
but not serve (similar to Retail)

 Applied to State of Michigan to change license to allow for sale and consumption 
(joint tasting room) on site

 Joint Tasting Room license would revoke the current licenses 
 Tasting Room will be closed during all concert events; remain a BYOB event
 Any change in Joint Tasting Room license local government will be required to 

approve
 New ownership would require State approval for entities involved including local 

government
 Bay Township as of 2018 was still a ‘dry township’ 
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 PC deliberated the Board desire for public input on the liquor license change 

(Tasting room/sold and consumed on site) and the need to amend Special Use 
Permit

 Ordinance needs to have additional language
 Reference to Clair Karner interpretation in minutes from March 5, 2019
 4.33.a additional language to allow for Special Use Permit (permit routine tasting 

room)
 Van Dam will make BOT aware that PC is working on text amendments to the 

Ordinance to correct and align with the current Master Plan
 Planning Commission came to a consensus that the Special Use Permit for Special 

Events (weddings/concerts/etc) is separate from the tasting room license request

MOTION BY Skornia, seconded by Goodrich to set a Public Hearing to receive public input 
on proposed text amendments for the Bay Township Zoning Ordinance 4.33 and 5.44 for 
April 8, 2025 7 pm at the Regular Planning Commission Meeting passed upon unanimous 
affirmation vote of the Board Members. 

Yeas:  Skornia, Van Dam, Jones, Goodrich, Rohe, Mathes-Alguire

Nays: None

ZONING ADMINISTRATOR REPORT
Sompels presented an oral report.

ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS REPORT
ZBA will hear a case in March, report next meeting.

BOARD OF TRUSTEES REPORT
Van Dam presented an oral report.

OTHER CORRESPONDENCES/PC COMMENT

PUBLIC COMMENTS Public comments opened and closed at 9:38 pm 
ADJOURNMENT

MOTION by Van Dam seconded by Goodrich to adjourn at 9:24 pm, passed upon 
unanimous affirmative vote of the Board Members.

Yeas:  Skornia, Van Dam, Rohe, Mathes-Alguire, Goodrich, Jones
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Nays: None

Respectfully Submitted,

Kristin Baranski
Recording Secretary
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